
From: Sarah McClure
To: Casey Walsh
Cc: Charlie Hale
Subject: Re: Meeting request
Date: Thursday, September 9, 2021 11:05:16 AM

Dear Casey and Charlie,

For more context, the legal issue is that apparently the Sheriff's/Coroner's office was only informed of the human
remains belonging to Jack Cantin when they were notified by the media on July 22, 2021, followed that day by a 1-
page 'Fast Fact Forensic Report' by Dr. Kurin. They have not verified that the remains are indeed of Jack Cantin and
the case is still open.
https://www.sbsheriff.org/missing-person-case-remains-open/

In addition, media coverage states that the remains were found on Memorial Day Weekend. It is unclear in which
capacity and under what authority Dr. Kurin excavated these remains. Media coverage suggests she was asked by
the family to help find the remains, but California law is clear that anytime human remains are found one must call
the coroner's office and they determine how to proceed. Should human remains be considered to possibly be Native
American, the coroner's office must inform the Native American Heritage Committee:

http://nahc.ca.gov/resources/a-professional-guide-for-the-preservation-and-protection-of-native-american-human-
remains-and-associated-grave-goods/

Here's an excerpt (From Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code):

"(b) In the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains in any location other than a
dedicated cemetery, there shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains until the coroner of the county in
which the human remains are discovered has determined, in accordance with Chapter 10
(commencing with Section 27460) of Part 3 of Division 2 of Title 3 of the Government Code,
that the remains are not subject to the provisions of Section 27491 of the Government Code or
any other related provisions of law concerning investigation of the circumstances, manner and
cause of any death, and the recommendations concerning the treatment and disposition of the
human remains have been made to the person responsible for the excavation, or to his or her
authorized representative, in the manner provided in Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources
Code. The coroner shall make his or her determination within two working days from the time
the person responsible for the excavation, or his or her authorized representative, notifies the
coroner of the discovery or recognition of the human remains.

(c) If the coroner determines that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and if the
coroner recognizes the human remains to be those of a Native American, or has reason to
believe that they are those of a Native American, he or she shall contact, by telephone within
24 hours, the Native American Heritage Commission."

The concern brought to me is that since the Sheriff's/Coroner's office was unaware of these remains that pertain to
an open investigation until they were notified by the media, Dr. Kurin apparently did not contact the coroner's office
when they were recovered, nor did she inform them during the course of her analyses. If this is the case, she not only
broke the law but her actions are also highly unethical and against our professional codes of conduct (American
Association of Physical Anthropologists; Society for American Archaeology). Her involvement of undergraduate
students in this unethical and potentially illegal activity is a further issue. 

Moving forward I think the university needs to investigate if Dr. Kurin did this work in accordance with state law
and with the agreement of the Coroner's office. To my knowledge, Dr. Kurin currently does not have any formal
affiliation with the Coroner's Office. According to the Sheriff's/Coroner's office website (linked above), there is a
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full report pending from Dr. Kurin.

Please advise on how to proceed. I have not reached out to Dr. Kurin yet and am unsure of what university protocol
in situations like this is.

Thanks,
Sarah

On Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 12:44 AM Casey Walsh <cwalsh@ucsb.edu> wrote:
I can meet any morning , California time.
Casey

On Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 7:19 AM Sarah McClure <mcclure@anth.ucsb.edu> wrote:
Hi Charlie and Casey,
I was notified today of a potential legal issue and a serious ethical issue involving Dr. Kurin's activities in
Montecito this summer that has potentially negative implications for her, the department, and the university. I
hope we can find a time soon to discuss this issue via Zoom since I am not sure what steps one should be taking
to verify and document, or if other action needs to be taken. 

Thanks,
Sarah
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